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TW: When you were a child, what did 
you want to do when you grew up?
ALICE: At middle school I already knew I 
needed to study in something that 
involved Math and science. The idea of 
Engineering came when I started high 
school and working in nuclear was 
something I considered while working, 
after I finished my computer science 
degree. In all that, I always wanted to 
make sure I would have the opportunity 
to travel. My first international trip came 
after my first year of nuclear 
engineering, with an opportunity at Oak 
ridge National Lab. 

TW: Any influential books or toys 
during your early years?
ALICE:  Harry Potter made me love 
reading, after that I consumed many 
books all the time and I think they 
helped me to dream big and to believe I 
had a world of possibilities. 

The books with strong female characters 
were more special. There were not many, 
but when I read them, I was usually left 
with the felling that I wanted to be that 
way, that I could do it all. 
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TW: What subjects interested  
you most at school?
ALICE:  Math most of all, I had fun 
solving math problems, but I liked the 
hard science related ones. I was a 
good student in all the classes but 
would definitely give preference to 
Math and would get upset if I got 
anything wrong in class tests. 

TW: I hear a lot of key figures 
getting ‘into nuclear’ by chance. 
Why did you choose your career 
path? And what were your 
motivators for making the  
choices you have?
ALICE:  In my case, I felt strongly 
that I would ‘get into nuclear’, but I 
would say that it was out of Curiosity. 

I was working in the IT department 
fixing computers, the company where 
I worked had employees allocated in 
the Brazilian Nuclear Power Plant 
and I would visit them to check on 
their equipment. Every time I went to 
the plant, I kept wondering what was 
inside that containment building and 
when I was considering which 
engineering major I was going to 
follow, my university had just created 
the Nuclear Engineering Undergrad 
Course, the only one in the whole 
country. In my first week of class I 
fell in love with it and the feeling that 
I have had since then is that this field 
is not only my career, but also my 

mission. Nuclear transformed my 
reality, but more especially, nuclear 
is how I support bringing change and 
benefits to society on a local and 
global level, with all the challenges 
that we face, such as Climate Change. 

TW: As a member of NI YGN’s 
COP26 Delivery Team, I guess 
things will be starting to gather 
pace now. Are you getting all the 
feedback you need, or is there 
anything else the industry can  
help you with? 
ALICE:  We are getting support, 
sharing the tasks, accomplishing a 
lot. We are a group of motivated 
young professional in this global 
network, it is just so beautiful to see 
and be part of.  

But more support is always needed. 
We need multiple voices sharing the 
same message of collaboration 
between nuclear and renewables and 
that nuclear needs to be an integral 
part of the discussion.  

We will keep looking to expand our 
reach, getting the message to policy 
makers, decision makers, and support 
from individuals and organizations is 
very important and essential to the 
commitment that we want to see out 
of COP 26. 
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TW: How would you prioritise the 
global challenges the next 
generation will face?
ALICE: Hard Question. It is difficult to 
pick one when, honestly, I think they 
all connect. I don’t believe we can 
separate the challenges and deal 
with them individually as the 
solutions are complex and need to 
involve multiple factors.  

For example, there are around 1 
Billion people in the world without 
basic health care, because they live 
in energy poverty. We need to 
increase energy production for those 
people to have access to basic needs, 
to reduce inequalities, to allow 
economic development and the 
energy needs to be clean, in order to 
protect the environment and address 
climate change and decarbonization 
needs as well. 

Energy technologies (like nuclear) 
need certain infrastructure that 
brings local social economic 
development, but in order to operate 
this properly, the Countries need 
capable and high qualified professionals.
So, the need to achieve SDG 4 
(quality education) is essential to 
allow others to be achieved as well.   

Now look at the Sustainable 
development goals, how many SDGs 
have been touched on the important 
points I’ve mentioned?   

So, what can be seen as ‘just climate 
change focus’, is in fact addressing 
poverty, inequality, health, education, 
infrastructure and as diversity should 
be at the core of all the projects, it 
helps addressing gender balance  
as well.   

TW: How do you feel efforts to 
achieve gender parity are going 
from an international viewpoint?
ALICE:  There are some countries 
making more visible progress, and I 
like to participate in those 
discussions and learn from them 
because other Countries are still very 
behind.  International Collaboration is 
essential, but local culture needs to 
be taken into consideration and local 
commitment is necessary. Brazil’s 
nuclear energy sector is still short of 
women in the field and even less 
women are in leadership positions, 
and it is difficult to break the glass 
ceiling. The local organizations and 
government need to commit better to 
gender equity and as a woman in the 
nuclear sector here, the support and 
motivation of other Countries are 
welcomed. 

TW: You have been described as  
‘a passionate and out of the box 
thinker’. Was this forward-thinking 
approach nurtured at any stage, or 
is it something that comes to you 
naturally? 
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ALICE:  First of all, thank you for the 
kind words! 

I think it started a little out of need 
and now it is continuously nurtured. I 
came from a reality that did not have 
many opportunities, I am one of the 
first in my family to have a bachelor’s 
degree and the first to travel outside 
of Brazil.  

So, I thought that if the opportunities 
didn’t come, I needed to create them 
and I tried to analyse and come up 
with different possibilities and 
solutions - being flexible to update 
plans as things progressed.   

I also try to keep challenging the 
thinking of “it was always done that 
way”, not just accepting the status 
quo, but try to think strategically on 
how we can achieve something 
professional or personal. 

In addition, ‘not trying’ was never an 
option for me, so receiving multiple 
“no’s” and thinking on alternative 
paths and solutions becomes part of 
the process.  

I think that is where the passionate 
part comes from.  

I am a person that believes in 
possibilities, chances, hard work and 
that people can cause real 
transformations, so I make sure I do 
my part to the best of my abilities.  

TW: What was one of the proudest 
moments in your career and what 
did you learn from it?
ALICE:  Honestly, I’ve had several 
moments where I have learned a lot, 
like winning the Nuclear Olympiad, 
but I will share a different one today. 

The first time I was able to travel 
outside Brazil was for Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory, it was to 
develop a software supporting a 
database that ORNL had, and it was 
published at RSICC.  

I got that opportunity after meeting a 
researcher from ORNL, that went to 
my university in Brazil - he was 
offering PhD students a chance to 
collaborate. I was in my first year of 
college and he asked what the theme 
of my thesis was. I told him that I 
wanted to collaborate and that I was 
in my first semester - I remember the 
look of confusion - but we kept 
talking and the following year I had a 
desk waiting for me for an internship. 

They didn’t receive interns at that 
time of the year (I went during winter) 
and bringing someone from Brazil at 
that time didn’t seem so straight 
forward, but that Researcher, Dr. Luiz, 
saw potential and worked very hard 
to bring me in and I am extremely 
thankful to him. It all started because 
I went to talk to him, even though  
I was not his initial target audience.   
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When the “no” is a given, trying just 
increases your chances of “yes”. Also, 
no knowledge is wasted, when I left 
IT I was working in the help desk, I 
was not coding and for a while I was 
becoming aware that I was not going 
to be using my degree much in my 
Nuclear Engineering career. 
Thankfully, with that realisation, I 
was able to get my first international 
nuclear work, my first Publication 
and my first international trip. 

TW: No doubt you have had many 
influencers throughout your career, 
could you mention any and how 
they encouraged you?
ALICE: My Family was - and still 
remains - my biggest influencers.  
My parents engraved in my mind that 
the only chance to life transformation 
was through education, and I am 
grateful that I learned that.  

My Grandmother didn’t have an 
education, didn’t even go to high 
school, but she knew the power of 
hard-work and was busy with 
recycling while going through cancer 
treatment with a smile on her face. 
She always knew how to look for 
silver-linings and had such a strong 
sense of hope and possibilities, 
supporting and helping others,  
even when she didn’t have much for 
herself. She was my great role model.

In nuclear, I am motivated by the 
women that preceded me, that faced 

so many challenges to open doors 
for others, it makes me want to 
continue pursuing growth, making 
sure I am opening doors for others to 
go further.  

I am inspired by other young 
professionals across the world, their 
passion, driving force, perspective, 
and potential for change, it makes me 
motivated to be a part of this group in 
this industry.  

TW: Magic wand time – If you were 
granted one additional career Skill, 
what would it be and why?
ALICE: To embrace failure more easily.  

Failing is part of the process, if we are 
not failing it is likely that we are not 
trying anything new. However, we 
tend to avoid mentioning if we got 
something wrong, or that something 
did not work out and it is common to 
feel embarrassed. Sometimes we 
tend to believe the only relevant 
point of our next professional stage, 
is what we can accomplish, that is 
worthy of adding another result/
bullet point to our CV. At least this is 
how I have felt in the past. 

I have been working on this for some 
time now and I know I have improved, 
but I’m afraid I still find myself 
making mistakes.  

I’ve come to realize that, everything 
we go through, the NO’s, the falls and 
come-backs, have given us 
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experience, developed dedication, 
passion, resilience, wisdom and much 
more characteristics, that should be 
making us a better person and more 
professional. 

In addition, to innovate we need to 
normalize try and error, there is no 
innovation without multiple attempts, 
and there are no multiple attempts if we 
do not accept to fail.  I am passionate 
about innovation, and I am continuously 
looking for ways to implement 
improvements and making changes.  
So, my magic wand time would definitely
be to improve the acceptance of failure. 

TW: Nuclear power is an integral  
part of the UK’s plans to transition to 
net zero carbon emissions by 2050 -  
how do you see the nuclear sector 
expansion from of an international 
perspective.
ALICE:  I am excited to see UK taking 
such an important commitment towards 
nuclear and net zero and some other 
Countries have also been looking into 
nuclear expansion. 

Unfortunately, the global challenge 
that we face needs more. Given where 
we are today, the climate targets we 
need to fulfil and taking into 
consideration the many millions of 
people in energy poverty without 
access to basic health care in need of 
reliable, clean, and dense energy, we 
need governments and decision-
makers across the world to be more 

proactive with energy transition and 
their net zero targets, and to be more 
committed to the collaboration of 
nuclear and renewables. 

We need to think about climate justice 
leveraging all clean energy sources,  
we need governments to stop shutting 
down perfectly good operating nuclear 
plants that were producing clean  
power and are now being replaced  
by fossil fuels. 

We need to deploy current technology 
and continue to innovate and advance 
nuclear technology.  

Nuclear alongside with renewables, 
advanced nuclear technology is 
essential to guaranteeing a net zero 
future. A global commitment to that is 
necessary and other governments, 
other Countries need to act on that now. 

TW: When you look back on your 
career in 30yrs time, what would you 
like to be remembered for as your 
contribution.
ALICE:   That I was a leader that 
supported the transformation of the 
industry to be more innovative, 
inclusive and the leadership more 
human centric. That I contributed to a 
better world through nuclear and 
inspired people to passionately pursue 
their dreams and supported many 
people’s lives to be transformed  
by education – just like mine. 
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